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act one

%1979

Somewhere in America.
Graduation day at the
Lake Forest Academy at
which  the principle
guest 1s Mr Franklin
Shepard(01d Frank) dis-
tinguished composer and
film producer, who 25
years earlier, with his
friend, Charley Kringas
graduated from the same
college. As he delivers
his address to the
class, a student steps
from the ranks, repre-
senting his younger
self (Young Frank) and
asks the question 'How
did you get there from
here, Mr Shepard ? '
and +the scene breaks
into :-

Y1978

A cocktail party to cel-
ebrate the launch of
Frank's latest film.
Meg, his latest protege
and starlet, is present.
But, behind +the +trite
congratulations, every-
body except Frank & Meg
feel the film is a dis-
aster. Present also is
Mary, close friend from
the start of his career,
now bitter,a film critic
and alcoholic, who is
getting steadily drunker.
Gussie, Frank's present
wife, arrives late and
causes a scene.
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Y1975

In a restaurant. Mary
sits waiting for her
friend Charley Kringas,
who she has invited for
dinner, knowing that
Frank is +to be inter-
viewed there. Two years
earlier,Frank & Charley
who used to work so
closely together, rowed
and have not met since.
This is Mary's attempt
to bring them together.

Y1973

A TV studio in which the
talk show host interviews
Franklin Shepard and
Charley Kringas in his
'Composer/Lyricist'series.
The break up of the part-
nership occurs.

Y1968

Frank brings Charley and
Mary to see his new apart-
ment and to break the news
to them that he has
accepted the post of pres-
ident of a recording co.
and that music will +take
second place., As he con-
fesses, Gussie lets her-
self in with her own key,
followed by her hus-
band, the producer Joe
Josephson. Gussie and Joe
have 'adopted' +the talen-
ted young Franklin Shepard

YX1966

Reporters, TV crews and
bystanders wait outside
a court house where Beth,
Frank's first wife is
seeking a divorce. The
parties come out and as
they go their seperate
ways, the company brings
the first Act to a close.

act two

YK 1964

Outside The Alvin Theatre
where the first Franklin
Shepard / Charley Kringas
musical has 1its opening
night. Beth, very pregnant
is rushed out of the
theatre by Mary,Joe,Frank
and Charley, as her labour
pains have started. Beth
persuades Frank +to remain
to see 1if his show is a
success while she is rush-
ed to hospital. We hear by
the applause that 'it is a
hit, and Frank goes off to
the party with Gussie +to
celebrate.

Y 1962

Gussie and Joe Josephson
throw a party to present
their talented new protegé
Franklin Shepard, to all
their influential friends.
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K 1960

A poorly attended night
club at which Frank,Charley
and Beth perform. Watching
them is the successful
producer Joe Josephson,Also
in the audience are Beth's
parents, for +this is the
evening of her wedding to
Frank.

K 1959-57

A series of vignettes
showing the three, Frank,
Charley and Mary setting
out on their careers.

K1957

Early in the morning on
a roof overlooking New
York, Frank sits. He has
just returned from the
army.He is joined by his
friend Charley - they
have just met up again.
They are interrupted by
a stranger, +the young
Mary. The company joins
them as the scene grows
to :-

%1955

The Graduation ceremony
at The Lake Forest
Academy.
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