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Welcome to Youth Action Źeatre ’s  ſrst  production of 
2026!  Tonight ,  we invite  you into the sharp,  chaotic  world 
of  Molière—oƃen dubbed the "French Shakespeare"—and 
his  most  controversial  comedy,  Tar tuffe.

Źis  production is  a  fast-paced abridgement  which I  hope Źis  production is  a  fast-paced abridgement  which I  hope 
retains  all  the vicious  wit  and brill iant  satire  of  the 
original .  My obsession with Tar tuffe began at  seventeen 
whilst  studying it  for  A-Level;  I  was  immediately 
captivated by its  quick  wit ,  i t s  vibrant  characters ,  and its 
sheer  sill iness .  Źat  fascination eventually  led me to 
create  the scr ipt  you see tonight—a labour  of  love craƃed 
during my university  years  by merging and reſning two 
distinc t  translations  with  my own dialogue added in  for 
good measure.  Aƃer  a  sell-out  run at  the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival  in  2016,  I  am thrilled to  revisit  this  scr ipt  exactly 
ten years  later  with  the incredible  talent  on offer  at  YAT.

One of  the greatest  joys  of  this  process  was discovering at One of  the greatest  joys  of  this  process  was discovering at 
our  ſrst  read-through that  none of  our  cast  members  were 
familiar  with  Molière  or  the play.  For  a  direc tor,  that  was 
music  to  my ears  as  it  provided us  with  a  completely  blank 
canvas ,  they had no pre-conceptions  or  expectations  so 
ever y thing has  felt  f resh and new.  Źey were discovering 
the play  for  the ſrst  t ime and I  felt  l ike  I  was 
re-discovering it  through them.   Źere is  something 
uniquely  elec tr ic  about  young per formers  tackling 
classical  tex ts .  Źey bring a  modern dynamic  and a  raw 
enthusiasm that  breathes  f resh li fe  into these 17th-centur y 
lines .



I  have been blessed with an ex tremely  talented cast  and 
crew bringing a  slice  of  1664 to  the Studio in  2026. 
Ever yone has  worked so hard and we’ve had lots  of  laughs 
along the way and we can’ t  wait  to  show you what  we’ve 
created.

Histor y  has  a  funny way of  repeating itself .  By  happy Histor y  has  a  funny way of  repeating itself .  By  happy 
coincidence,  i t  has  been exactly  50 years  since YAT last 
staged Tar tuffe in  1976,  direc ted by the legendar y  Eric 
Yardley himself .  Bringing this  stor y  back to  our  stage in 
2026 feels  l ike  a  poetic  homecoming .We hope you enjoy 
this  streamlined,  high-energ y take on a  legendar y  play.

Finally,  we recently  lost  Our  Lady President  Eileen Baker. Finally,  we recently  lost  Our  Lady President  Eileen Baker. 
Eileen was an ex traordinar y  presence within  YAT for 
nearly  four  decades ,  and her  inƂuence shaped not  only 
our  productions  but  the ver y  spir it  of  our  theatre 
community.  I t  felt  only  r ight  that  we should dedicate  this 
production to  her  and her  legacy.  Her  creativity, 
generosity  and unwavering dedication to  Youth Action 
Źeatre  leave a  legacy that  will  continue to  inspire  future 
generations  for  many years  to  come.  So here ’s  to  you 
Eileen!  Źis  one’s  for  you.

Josh Clarke











What's next for YAT?


